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The political discourse of women in modern and
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Abstract

This research aims to present a comprehensive study of the nature,
orientations, and components of Japanese women'’s political discourse in both
the modern and contemporary eras, and to determine the extent of change and
development in these discourses as a result of the political, social, and economic
transformations that occurred in Japanese society before and after World War II.
To achieve this objective, the study analyzes the linguistic features of the
political discourse delivered by some of the most prominent and influential
Japanese women politicians of the period, such as political activist Toshiko
Kishida (1863—1901) as a representative of the pre-war era, and former Speaker
of the House of Representatives Takako Doi (1928-2014) as a representative of
post-war Japanese women. The researcher examines these politicians’ speeches
from a linguistic perspective, analyzing their political linguistic behavior and
the rhetorical and persuasive strategies they employ. A comparative analysis 1s
then conducted to identify similarities and differences in the linguistic and
rhetorical strategies used in their speeches.

Keywords: political discourse; Japanese women politicians; Japanese political
sphere; political linguistic behavior; rhetorical and persuasive strategies; modern
and contemporary Japan; language and gender studies.




The study is structured into an introduction, four chapters, and a conclusion:

Introduction: Presents the methodological framework, research questions, aims,
objectives, significance, scope, and methodology.

Chapter One: Defines political discourse, its characteristics, significance, objectives,
and stages of evolution. It also examines the emergence of Japanese political discourse,
its features, and development, as well as the starting point, characteristics, and societal
context of women’s political discourse in Japan.

Chapter Two: Analyzes the political linguistic behavior in the speech "To the Women
of Miyazaki" by former Speaker of the House of Representatives, Doi Takako,
representing the contemporary period.

Chapter Three: Analyzes the political linguistic behavior in the speech ""4 Letter to
My Sisters" by the political activist Kishida Toshiko, representing the modern period.

Chapter Four: Compares the linguistic behaviors adopted by Doi and Kishida and
examines the impact of these rhetorical strategies on the public and mass opinion. It
identifies similarities and differences between the persuasive and rhetorical strategies
of the two speeches, explains their causes, and highlights the evolution of linguistic
behavior and rhetorical trends in Japanese women’s political discourse across modern
and contemporary eras.

Conclusion: Summarizes the study’s main points and its findings. It offers
recommendations for further research on the topic, and presents the references used
throughout the study.




